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Picture this: In early 2002, inspired by a live television appearance by Eddie Vedder and Neil Young, a woman buys a guitar on eBay, and writes her first song. Six months later she stumbles upon the Jam and Media Right Productions, where she records a two song demo, and is introduced to the pleasures of the Human Karaoke Experience. The HKE's Tony Novarro takes her under his wing, assembling a band with Jammers Fernando Menendez and Phil Dunn, and the group plays showcases for two years, culminating in a nomination and appearance at the 2005 Jammy Awards. Woman quits lucrative job in financial sector for an entry-level position at Island/Def Jam to learn the ways of the music business. At this point, her friends all think she's gone mad. 

Wisely, she had kept her aspirations from her superiors, who were impressed by her tact and ended up making a few calls on her behalf. Proving the idea of "it's who you know", our protagonist is introduced to producer, publisher, and spouse of country star Lee Ann Womack, Frank Liddell. Two weeks later, I received a call I'll never forget: "I'm sorry I can't be there for this year's Jammy Awards – I'm moving to Nashville!" 

After only four months in Nashville, our heroine would meet up with transplanted LA Producer Doug Beiden, who arranged eight of her songs (three of which she co-wrote with Tony Novarro) and has been recording them with the help of some of Nashville's top studio players. The CD should be finished soon, but that is neither the moral nor the end of our story. For while success in the music business is measured strictly in dollars and cents, success for this woman comes simply from following her dreams. I'll let her finish the tale:

"I don't know where all this will lead, but had it not been for The Jam, I can not say that I would be here today. The Jam is not only an avenue for development – it's a family. I always knew I wanted to do this – sing, entertain, but never had the guts to follow through. I can say this: It's out there (the avenue to your dreams) – you just have to get off your butt and follow it." –singer, songwriter, and proud Jam investor Trina Taylor 

	


